TSINGTAO                 101
He also knows how to keep the natives satisfied. I remember that Lettow-Vorbeck was greeted as a deliverer by the natives when he crossed into Portuguese territory. In any case our colonies would have developed much more favourably in many respects if they had been connected from the very beginning with the military authorities at home. This would naturally have been too great a burden for the navy itself. It was only when the Navy Bill had materialized that I wanted to leave my successer the task of getting to close grips with the construction of bases abroad. The Colonial Office did not take this into consideration, although they were a necessary condition for the development of a possible cruiser war, and above all for the linking up of Germandom abroad. But apart from this, how easily could something have been done for the defence of German East Africa if one had only troubled more about it in time of peace! The navy has indeed given both work and blood for the other colonies. For Tsingtao we could draw upon the navy for a large number of engineers and officials, whom we could send back again if they did not prove suitable, while the Colonial Office was only a bureaucratic head* piece. We were in a position to build the harbour and lay out the town. Our crews worked in all parts of the territory; we could maintain naval conscription, and all the troops we used there (one naval battalion) were adapted to naval conditions; we had doctors who were accustomed to the tropics, and who were experienced in constructing hospitals, etc. Thus we did not